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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 1 0/24/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

On page 7, second paragraph of response applicant argued that Walkup does 
not teach a first signal reception unit receiving a signal from the outside. 

The examiner disagrees. Walkup teaches the first signal reception unit (mobile 
radio 204) receiving a signal from the outside (the VRS repeater 202 is communicatively 
coupled to a mobile unit (204) see column 5, lines 1-8 and figure 2) in which signal 
receives by mobile unit from base (206). 

On page 7, third paragraph of response applicant argued that the rejection is improperly 
relying upon Walkup's system, which includes a plurality of devices. 

The examiner disagrees. Walkup teaches vehicle repeater system (202) in which 

the outside signal receives from base and relays to the portable (208) (see figure 2). 
Applicant's arguments fail to comply with 37 CFR 1.111 (b) because they amount to a 
general allegation that the claims define a patentable invention without specifically 
pointing out how the language of the claims patentably distinguishes them from the 
references. 

On page 7, fifth paragraph of response applicant argued that Walkup does not 
teach base station transmit a signal received by the mobile radio and fails to qualify as 
the claimed first radio communication unit that transmits a signal received by the first 
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reception unit. 

The examiner disagrees. Walkup teaches mobile unit 204 receives signal from 
base and transmits to portable (208) as shown in figure 2 and column 5, lines 1-14. 

On page 8, fourth paragraph of response applicant argued that Walkup does not 
teach inhibition unit that inhibits transmission by the first radio communication unit 
during a period in which the transmission/reception of the signal by the second radio 
communication unit is detected. 

The examiner disagrees. Walkup teaches a priority unit repeating a transmission 
by monitoring transmission from non-priority transmission, in order to prevent from 
causing interference and lost communication. The receives a transmit VRS code that 
indicates a priority status and the communication device which is considered as non- 
priority and its transmission are inhibited (see column 3, lines 48-59, column 4, lines 44- 
65 and figure 1. 

Upon canceling claim 7, the rejection under 35 USC 101, has been withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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3. Claims 1-6,8-13 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
byWalkup(US 6,795,685). 

Claim 1 . Walkup teaches a relay device (see fig. 2, repeater 202) comprising: 
Walkup teaches a first signal reception unit (204) receiving a signal from the 
outside (repeater 202, and mobile radio 204 operate to repeat transmission between the 
portable 208 and the base station 206). Walkup teaches a first radio communication unit 
transmitting the signal by radio that is received by said first signal reception unit (the 
base station transmit a signal and received by the mobile station 204, see fig. 2). 
Walkup teaches a second radio communication unit provided separately from the 
first radio communication unit and capable of both transmission/reception (212) of the 
signal by radio (repeater (VRS) 202, capable of both transmission/ reception the signals 
by radio, see fig. 2) in which portable 208 is transmitting and receiving radio separate 
from base station 206. 

Walkup teaches a detection unit detecting said transmission/reception of the 
signal by said second radio communication unit (see 1. 5,lines 31-63 and col. 6, line 
9-44 and fig. 2). 

Walkup teaches a first inhibition unit inhibiting transmission of the signal by said 
first radio communication unit (mobile station 204, has been idle during the transmission 
of transceiver 212, after then return to idle mode 310), see col. 6, lines 34-63 and figs 3- 
4), in which repeater 202 sets its priority and remains idle to base 204 during which 
repeating process is given to portable 208. 

Introducing intended use phrases , such as, "capable of the applied reference 
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inherently discloses the structure that permits the function to be performed, 

Claim 2. Walkup teaches a second signal transmission/reception unit provided 
separately from the first signal reception unit (204) and capable of transmitting/receiving 
a signal to/from the outside, (transceiver 212 in repeater 202 is separate from 204, see 
fig. 2). Introducing intended use phrases , such as, "capable of the applied reference 
inherently discloses the structure that permits the function to be performed. 

Claim 3. Walkup teaches a storage unit storing, the signal received by said first 
signal reception unit (a memory 214 and the controller 210 keep track of the current 
priority state , through the bus connected to controller 210, see column 5, lines 41-50 
and fig. 2). 

Claim 4. Walkup teaches said first radio communication unit transmits the signal 
stored by said storage unit when transmission/reception of the signal by said second 
radio communication unit is finished (col. 6, lines 34-63 and figs 3-4) in which mobile 
radio instructs to stop transmission and repeater return to idle mode). 

Claim 5..Walkup teaches a second inhibition unit inhibiting, transmission of the 
signal by said first radio communication unit ( the repeater sets priority to the 
operational sequence and determines a communication mode , then upon determines 
first radio communication unit has priority , then inhibits the second unit). 

Claims 6,9, they a method claims that corresponds to apparatus claim 1 , above. 
Therefore, they are analyzed and rejected for same reason as set forth in the claim. 

Claims 7 8, Walkup teaches a relay device (see fig. 2, repeater 202) comprising: 
Walkup teaches a first signal reception unit (204) receiving a signal from the 
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outside (repeater 202, and mobile radio 204 operate to repeat transmission between the 
portable 208 and the base station 206). Walkup teaches a first radio communication unit 
transmitting the signal by radio that is received by said first signal reception unit (the 
base station transmit a signal and received by the mobile station 204, see fig. 2). 
Walkup teaches a second radio communication unit provided separately from the first 
radio communication unit and capable of both transmission/reception (212) of the signal 
by radio (repeater (VRS) 202, capable of both transmission/ reception the signals 
by radio, see fig. 2) in which portable 208 is transmitting and receiving radio separate 
from base station 206. Walkup teaches a detection unit detecting said 
transmission/reception of the signal by said second radio communication unit (see col. 
5, lines 31-63 and col. 6, line 9-44 and fig. 2). Walkup teaches a first inhibition unit 
inhibiting transmission of the signal by said first radio communication unit (mobile 
station 204, has been idle during the transmission of transceiver 212, after then return 
to idle mode 310), see col. 6, lines 34-63 and figs 3-4), in which repeater 202 sets its 
priority and remains idle to base 204 during which repeating process is given to portable 
208. Introducing intended use phrases , such as, "capable of the applied reference 
inherently discloses the structure that permits the function to be performed. 

Claims 10-1 1 , Walkup teaches said first radio communication unit transmits the 
signal stored by said storage unit when transmission/reception of the signal by said 
second radio communication unit is finished (col. 6, lines 34-63 and figs 3-4) in which 
mobile radio instructs to stop transmission and repeater return to idle mode). 
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Claims 12-13 and 15, Walkup teaches a second inhibition unit inhibiting 
transmission of the signal by said first radio communication unit (mobile station 204, has 
been idle during the transmission of transceiver 212, after then return to idle mode 310), 
see col. 6, lines 34-63 and figs 3-4), in which repeater 202 set its priority and remain: 
idle to base 204 during which repeating process is given to portable 208. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 14 and 16 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: the prior art does not teach the different type of signals includes video signals 
and LAN signals. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Shimokawa (US pat. No. 5,919,250) teaches repeater have transmit enabling to 
a node and inhibit signal to other node (see figure 12, and column 19, lines 10-22 and 
lines 36-52 and column 20, lines 28-68). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tilahun B Gesesse whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7879. The examiner can normally be reached on flexible schedule. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Urban can be reached on 571-272-7899. 

The Central FAX Number is 571 -273-8300. For patent related 
correspondence, hand carry deliveries must be made to the Customer Service 
Window (now located at the Randolph Building, 401 Dulany Street, Alexandria, 
VA 22314), and facsimile transmissions must be sent to the Central FAX number, 
unless an exception applies. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 




